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The Ministry of Industry reiterates confidence in the Arbitration Proceeding 
 
Ministry of Industry explained that the State’s defenses in the Arbitral proceeding are being 
presented and repeats that the Government acted properly to safeguard the environment, 
health and security of the people. 

 
Mr.Pasu Loharjun, the Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Industry and the chairman of the 
Committee for Settlement of Disputes between the Kingdom of Thailand and Kingsgate 
Consolidated Limited (“Committee”) stated that regarding the ongoing International 
Arbitration proceeding for the settlement of disputes with Kingsgate, at present, the 
Committee together with the relevant agencies and the legal counselors with expertise in the 
international level, have closely cooperated in the preparation of the defenses for the 
Arbitration proceeding in the concise and integrity manner taking into consideration of the 
appropriate interest and equity to the country, people, local communities, and the operator.  
It is expected that the Arbitral Tribunal shall consider and award the decision within the next  
2 years. 

 
The Order of the Head of the National Council for Peace and Order (“NCPO”) no. 72/2559 was 
issued to temporarily suspend the operation of the gold mining nationwide in order to 
essentially prevent and safeguard the environment, health and security of Thai people due to 
the complaints about the impacts on the environment and people’s health, including there had 
been many long-time conflicts of people surrounding the gold mining area. The Government 
has the duty to prevent and safeguard the environment, health and security of people. Such 
Order was issued with the deliberation, proportionality, non-discrimination, and without any 
contradiction to the international law. In addition there have been no intent to eradicate the 
business operation of the private individual. The Order was issued extensively in consideration 
of the public interest and the safety of the people. 

 
The temporary suspension on gold mining was lifted in August 2017. At present if any operator 
wishes to initiate or continue gold mining operations, they can proceed to do so under the 
Minerals Act B.E. 2560 and the Policy Framework and Strategic Plan for the Management of 
Gold Ore which significantly concerns of the safe and the protection and preservation of 
environment and healthy wellness of the people, including the public participation in the 
administration and management of Thai gold ore resources in Thailand for achieving the 
sustainable development in appropriate and equity manner and rendering the maximum 
economic returns for the country and the benefit return to the state agency and the people. 
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